We sure hope you've been keeping warm this chilly February. What a il‘ \)‘)
great time to stay in with a hot cup of cocoa and play music! As always, we're )? . .2
thrilled to have you all with us. So thrilled, in fact, that we've come up \
with another way for you to learn about us and all the musical opportuni- " ol
ties we offer — on Facebook! You can now find and become a fan of .
the Champaign School of Music on Facebook. Just enter “Champaign
School of Music” into the search field, and you'll recognize us as the first
search result that pops up. Once you're a fan, you can get up-to-the-minute
news on any changes that might take place, faculty performances going on in
the area, and maybe even some practice tips!

We're also interested in creating a “Book of Success” to keep in the
school lobby along with our Calvin & Hobbes. We'd like to include photos of

"zij
v

CSM Director Kennedy

Practice Award Club members, as well as photos of past and current stu-

dents. If you have any photos (recitals, Music Get Togethers, lessons, etc.)
that you would like to have included in our Book of Success, please email them to us at

office@champaignschoolofmusic.org.

Each month we will ask a different question. Tell your teacher the correct answer and you will be en-
tered in our monthly drawing and receive a prize at our next recital! February’s Question:

Kavi N., who studies flute with
Mr. Jonathan, won January’s Mu-
- sic Question of the Month con-

¢ test! He correctly named three
‘7@ composers whose names begin
_ with B: Bach, Beethoven, and

~" Brahms. He was already familiar
with Bach and Beethoven, but had just recently
started a piece written by Brahms, so the name
was fresh in his mind. He loves working with Mr.
Jonathan, and diligently practices exactly 180
minutes per week. In addition to music, he is
active in Tae Kwon Do where he is two belts
away from his black belt. He also plays tennis
and soccer, dances Bharatanatyam (classical
Indian dance) and sings Sangeetham (classical
Indian music). Congratulations, Kavi!

This month’s special student pro-
file is of Mariza F., who studies
piano with Ms. Ali. Ms. Ali says
Mariza is every teacher’s dream
— she comes fully prepared every
week, and is always full of enthu-
siasm. She asks thoughtful questions about the
composers and markings in the score. Mariza
loves studying with Ms. Ali because she is so
funny and is such an excellent teacher. Mariza is
a dedicated student — she practices 15 minutes
a day on weekdays, and an hour on the week-
ends. She’s not only a musician, she’s a writer.
as well. She received the Young Authors

award and was recognized in the

MLK, Jr. essay contest. Keep up

the great work, Mariza!




Drumming is Life, Part 2

By Evan Ryan,
Head of Percussion, Champaign School of Music

| would like to take a second and thank you all of you who read Drumming is Life 1. | have had
such a great response from it that | had to get number 2 ready to go for this month! Lets get right into it!

Many people can’t even walk and chew gum at the same time, but drummers can handle multi-
tasking easily. We drummers have to not only use all four of our limbs simultaneously, we have to also
keep our breathing under control, listen to what is going on around us, immediately react to it, bring the
music to life adding the constant flow of a groove or a well placed fill, and know the form of the song an-
ticipating every nuance directing the other musicians where to go be it volume, tempo, or feel, a daunt-
ing task with endless possibilities that will build confidence along with a great work ethic.

To be a successful musician, you must learn how to work with others on stage and off. One of
the best compliments a drummer can get is when other musicians say how easy it was to play with you.
| like to call it the chameleon effect, drumming teaches how to fit into multiple situations and create
something special. The “real world” adaptation is priceless. Imagine being able to work with anybody
on anything and do well. It is a mind set that is one of the great side effects of learning how to play the
drums.

Self-expression is yet another perk of drumming. The pure body language of drummers can tell
you so much of what is going on in their life at that moment. It is the instrument that is the most physical
demanding and to this biased writer the most fun to watch! Why is it that Blue Man Group and Stomp
are bigger than ever? Playing the drums allows people to express themselves through sound and mo-
tion. It's an amazing way to tell the world what you know and feel. When there’s a connection between
the drummer, the other musicians, and the audience, it's a truly magical feeling that can’t be described
in words.

Today’s music scene is lacking the fundamentals of music...PEOPLE PLAYING MUSIC. Every-
thing is done on computers with the “musicians” being replaced by loops, sequencers, and drum ma-
chines. | want to say thank you to all of you out there SAVING LIVE MUSIC!!! It is going to take as
many people as we can get together to have music stay in our schools, enrich lives of billions of people,
and to advance the life of a musician.

Parents, continue giving the gift of music to your children as well as yourself by participating at
different functions, building your listening library, branching out of your musical comfort zone finding new
and different artists/genres, and support live music. Music is such an amazing and beautiful art — we
have to cherish or we will lose it.

FEBRUARY
Feb. 8-13 — Bring a Friend Week!
Friday, Feb 26 — Music Get Together | & Il, 6pm & 7pm (Ask your teacher.)
MARCH
March 21-27 — Spring Break. No Lessons.




